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Butter 1es of Bodmin Moor Identi cation Guide

Clouded Yellow

Colias croceus

Rests with wings closed. Mustard
yellow with ringed white mark in
centre of hindwing and black dot
in centre of forewing.

Bodmin Moor Star Species

) Wing span range

Small Skipper

Thymelicus sylvestris

Upper side solid orange,
no mottling. Males have a
curved line (sex brand)
on the forewing. Tips of
antennae are orange.

Large Skipper ©

Ochlodes sylvant

Chequered pattern visible ¢ »
both sides of the wing:
The male has a prominent
black line (sex brand) on
the forewing.

© 57 — 62mm O 30mm O 33 -35mm
Brlmstonhe _ Large White Small White Green-veined white
Gonepteryx rhamni Pieris brassicae Pieris rapae Pieris napi Orange-tip

When perched resembles
a leaf in shape and colour.
Upperside of the male
buttercup yellow, female pale lemon yellow.
Central spot in both wings. Female can

Conspicuous black tips
to the upperside of the
forewing extending about
half way down the wing edge.

Females have double black dots on the forewings.

Black wing tips (but less
extensive than on Large
White). Males have a single black
spot on upperside of forewing (unlike
Large White); females have two.

Veins visible on upperside but most
conspicuous on underside, green on pale
yellow background. First brood (May)
is smaller and paler than its

Anthocharis cardamines

Male forewing tips bright orange,
female wing tips black. Underside
of hind wing mottled green.

be confused with Large White in ight. offspring (July onwards). @ 45 — 50mm
© 60mm @ 63 —70mm O 48mm © 50mm
Green Hairstreak White-letter Hairstreak Purple Hairstreak Small Copper Brown Argus

Callophrys rubi

Green underside distinguishes
this butter y from all other
British butter ies. Upperside
plain brown, only seen in ight.

O 33mm

Common Blue
Polyommatus icarus

Male upperside bright blue, females
dusky brown with blue scaling and orange

markings to wing margins. Markings
on underside of forewing closer to
body than those on Brown Argus.

Satyrium w-album

Orange margin to underside
of hindwing and a distinctive
‘tail’ to wing shape. White line
straddles both wings with ‘W’
shape on hindwing.

O 36mm

Holly Blue

Celastrina argiolus

Easily distinguished
from Common Blue
by distinctive silvery blue
underwing with black spots.
Female upperwing with broad black margin.

Favonius quercus

Underwings grey with white streak
and small tails, upper wings brown. Males
have a purple sheen, females have a
purple mark on forewing.

O 37 — 39mm

Red Admiral

Vanessa atalant

Distinctive black, whit
=== and red markings o
upperside; undersia
forewing mottled to offe
good camou age.

Lycaena phlaeas

Coppery-orange forewings
with black margins and spots,
brown hindwings with orange

margins. Male smaller than female
and forewings more pointed.

O 32 -35mm

Painted Lady

Vanessa cardui

Chequered orange and brown markings
with white spots in top half of forewing.
Freshly emerged butter ies salmon-pink,
colour fading with time. Underside
mottled and well camou aged.

Aricia agestis

Can be mistaken for female
Common Blue. Upperside solid
brown ground colour without blue scaling;
lacks spots on underside forewing
nearer than halfway to the body.

O 29mm

Small Tortoiseshell
Aglais urticae

Upperside bright orange
with black markings,
a white spot on the
forewing and blue margins to both wings.
Underside is dull and well camou aged.

O 35mm O 35mm % Q67— 72mm O 50 — 56mm O 50 — 56mm
- Small Pearl-bordered Fritillary
Piac_opk Comma Pearl-bordered Fritillary Boloria selene Dark Green Fritillary
glais io Polygonia c-albur Boloria euphrosyne

Orangey-red ground colour
with distinctive ‘eyes’ on the
upperside of both wings.
Jnderside almost black and very

well camou aged.

O 63 - 69mm

Silver-washed Fritillary
Argynnis paphia

’ The largest of the fritillary butter ies.
Males richer orange, with four blac’
sex brands (thickened veins) on tl.

.. forewing. Underside of bot ==

Upperside orange wit
black markings, distinctive scallopec
wing shape. Underside mottled
brown, with a white comma
mark on the hindwing.

O 55 - 60mm

Marsh Fritillary

Euphydrias aurinia

Upperside with yellow, orange and
brown chequered markings.
Females larger and paler

Upperside chequered pattern of black
markings on orange background.
Underside hindwing with small central
black spot and margins with 7 silver
pearls bordered with red chevrons.

O 44 — 47mm

Speckled Wood

Pararge aegeria

Upperside deep brown wi h
creamy-yellow markings on both wings.
Three black eye spots with white pupils

on hind wing, one on forewing.

Can be confused with Pearl-bordered Fritillary.
Upperside black triangles along wing edge
are joined to dark wing border. Underside

hindwing black spot is large
and silver pearls bordered
with black chevrons.

O 41 — 44mm

Wall

Lasiommata megera

Similar to a fritillary, distinguished by
the ‘eye’ spot on the forewings and
three or four ‘eye’ spots on the
hindwing. Underside dull, mottled

Argynnis aglaja

Slightly smaller than Silver-
washed Fritillary. Underside
dark green with clearly
marked silver spots.

O 63 - 69mm

Marbled White

Melanargia galathea

Distinctive black and white
markings. Underside pattern
similar on both sexes, hindwing
black on male and

_ sexes with silver washes or strea chan males. Underside mottled pale brown. brown, ‘eye’ spots visible. browny yellow on female.
\ @ 72 - 76mm 42 —48mm @ 47 — 50mm O 44 — 46mm @ 53 - 58mm
i Meadow Brown
Grayling Gatekeeper o .
Hipparchia semele Pyronia tithonus Maniola jurtina Ringlet Small Heath

Aphantopus hyperantus

Coenonympha pamphilus

Males chocolate brown with orange-ringed

Usually rests with wings closed
Underside dull brown and well
camou aged, two prominent
‘eye’ spots on the forewing visib
on underside.

O 55 - 60mm

Meadow Brown by orange colouring G
upperside of both forewing and

hindwing. White spots on underside

hindwing (black on Meadow Brown).

O 40 — 47mm

Distinguished from the similar g

‘eye’ spot on forewing; females with ‘eye’ spot
and splash of orange on forewing. Underside
with prominent ‘eye’ spots on forewing
and two small black spots
noticeable on hindwing.

O 50 — 55mm

Upperside dark brown (female
paler than male), with white
fringe. Several ‘eye’ spots on

upper and underside.

O 48 — 52mm

Usually rests with wings closed.
Smaller and paler than other brown
butter ies. Underside of forewing
pale orange with black ‘eye’ spot.

O 34 — 38mm



